Scottish Enduro Association – Course Designer
A course designer for the association is anticipated to play a key role in shaping the event's success and rider experience. Enduro races are unique for their combination of technical descents and challenging climbs, often in rugged, natural terrain. The course designer must balance thrill, safety, and accessibility, ensuring that the course challenges participants while adhering to regulatory standards.
Key Responsibilities:
1. Route Planning & Design:
· Identify natural and existing trails that fit the desired technical level and difficulty for the event.
· Create varied sections that test different rider skills, including technical descents, climbs, and traverses.
· Ensure the course provides opportunities for speed and technical manoeuvres while remaining challenging and rewarding for riders of all levels.
2. Safety Considerations:
· Conduct, or review, risk assessments and identify potential hazards, such as sharp drops, loose rocks, or water obstacles.
· Design safe exit routes and access points for emergency services.
· Incorporate buffer zones, warning signs, and clear markings on particularly difficult sections or likely spectator areas.
3. Environmental Stewardship:
· Minimise the environmental impact by selecting trails that avoid sensitive ecosystems or wildlife habitats.
· Ensure the course adheres to British Cycling regulations for conservation and environmental protection.
· Plan for cleanup and restoration of the course area post-event to maintain the natural beauty of the terrain.
4. Stakeholder Coordination:
· Work closely with landowners, forest services, and environmental agencies to secure permissions and ensure compliance with land-use policies.
· Collaborate with event staff, including safety personnel, volunteer marshals, and logistics teams, for setup and management on race day.
5. Testing & Refinement:
· Conduct trial runs of the course to gauge its difficulty and flow, adjusting sections as needed for optimal rider experience.
· Gather feedback from experienced riders and safety experts, incorporating suggestions for improvement.
· Finalise the course layout and oversee the preparation of maps, elevation profiles, and key details for participants.
6. Course Marking & Maintenance:
· Coordinate the installation of course markers, directional signs, and any necessary barriers.
· Prepare maintenance plans for the course during the event to handle unexpected wear or hazards.
· Ensure course markers are easily visible and logically placed, so riders remain on track.
The course designer’s work directly impacts the enjoyment and safety of the riders, the success of the event, and the reputation of the association. Their attention to detail, understanding of enduro racing dynamics, and commitment to safety and environmental preservation make them a valued member of the associations committee.



